
 
 
March 30, 2020 
 
Dear District 13 Community, 
 

Two weeks ago, our world changed. Since the closure of our school buildings, some of our 
teachers, parents, and students have become ill. We have mourned the loss of a colleague, Dezann 
Romain, a high school principal in District 23. Our hearts and prayers go out to families who are 
experiencing loss and illness at this time. Through this difficult time, our teachers and principals 

have been working tirelessly to ensure that every student and 
family has access to challenging, engaging academic 
instruction as well as a safe and supportive virtual environment 
for learning. 

 
Words cannot express my deep gratitude to the 

principals, teachers, counselors, paraprofessionals, school 
aides, and all school staff who have managed a tremendous 
amount of change and have thrown themselves into the task of 
providing our district’s children with this new form of 
instruction. I am overwhelmed by the adaptability of all of our 
children and families. We are all partners in this work. 

 
I have the utmost faith in the strength of our district. 

The upcoming months will test our district’s culture and resolve as we deal with this threat to our 
health. As a district, we have cycled through four phases of crisis response in the past two weeks. 
 
Phase I – Professional Development: Immediately after schools 
were closed to students, teachers were busy with intensive 
professional development. In three days, teachers across district 13 
set up remote learning classrooms in Google Classroom and began 
to populate these sites with engaging instructional offerings. 
 
Phase II – Launch: In this phase, we launched Grab-and-Go 
sites at P.S. 44, P.S. 67, JHS 113, PS 256 and PS 307 for students 
and their families to pick up three meals per day from 7:30am to 
1:30pm. At the Dock Street Campus, The District 13 Pre-K 
Center at Dock St., PS 133, and PS 56, we launched Regional 
Enrichment Centers. These instructional sites follow health 
protocols, and the children of first responders receive safe and 
rigorous instruction each school day.  Going forward, the 
program at the Pre-K Center at Dock Street will be merged into 
the Dock Street Campus. Finally, this phase included the 
distribution of over 1,000 devices to families in need in our district. District 13 families still in 
need of devices can go to https://coronavirus.schools.nyc/RemoteLearningDevices or call 718-
935-5100 to request an internet-enabled device for remote learning. 



 
  
Phase III – Remote Learning: One week ago, remote learning launched across our district. I am 
proud to report that 82 percent (more than 7,000) of District 13 students and 95 percent of 
District 13 Teachers logged on to their classrooms on Thursday, March 26th.  This is an 
amazing accomplishment for the first week of remote learning. Teachers are consistently posting 
assignments and connecting with students and families.    
 
Phase IV – Progress Monitoring and Support: During this phase, we will be offering continuous 
professional development to teachers to ensure that the instruction we provide is rigorous, 
engaging, and accessible. We are also working to ensure that the 18 percent of students who had 
not connected to their classrooms by the end of last week are receiving the support they need in 
order to access and attend class. 
 

We would like to support parents in accessing all of the virtual instruction that is being 
provided.  To that end, we are asking all parents to ensure that they have a MySchools account for 
their children. If you do not already have one, please reach out to the Parent Coordinator at your 
child’s school this week for support. This account can be accessed from any device, including your 
phone, and is a critical way to support your child with online learning while the buildings are 
closed.  
 

Again, I want to thank everyone their support of this effort.  This is a very tumultuous time, 
and the road going forward will be difficult.  I am so proud of the work we have done together 
already. I stand with the District 13 community in partnership as we face this challenge together. 
 
In solidarity, 
 
 
 
Kamar Samuels 
Superintendent 
Community School District 13 


